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Objectives: 

The objective of this research-level course is to bring students to the frontier of theoretical and empirical 
work on trade, spatial economics, and adjacent topics, and to explore topics that are of interest to the 
course participants.  

 

Course Description: 

The first part of the course blends the stylized empirical facts about firms and trade patterns with core 
theoretical and quantitative frameworks that the literature uses and that students can build on for their 
own research. This part covers Ricardian models, selection and firm heterogeneity, competition and 
endogenous markups, production networks, and models of diffusion.  

The second part of the course discusses topics, both on questions that are at the core of international 
trade and spatial economics, but also some that extend into adjacent fields including 
development/growth, environmental economics, and economic history. Students that consider applying 
the tools of trade/spatial economics to do quantitative work in different fields are welcome to take this 
course as well. 

 

Prerequisites: 

Students are expected to have taken core graduate-level macroeconomics, microeconomics, and 
econometrics courses, as well as mathematics (real analysis, probability theory, statistics). Prior 
knowledge of international trade or spatial economics is helpful, but not necessary. 

 

Assessment Method: 

One final exam (in the last week), which accounts for 50% of the final grade, and one presentation of a 
research paper, which accounts for the other 50%. Students are free to choose a paper from the list of 
optional readings below, or can propose another paper (upon confirmation with me). 
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